TO: The Faculty
FROI: Theodore H. Husted, Jr.

RE: The 1¢9CC Law Building

In the Law School Record Book for 1599-1900, there is a
descriptioa of the building at 24th and Chestnut Streets into which
the school was about to move. It reflects the pride which our prede=~
cessors felt in their new facilities. Sixty-five years later as
we move toward the renovation of that structure, this description
holds particuler interest for us.

/0/n February 21st and 22nd all the legal world will meet
to look upon the most completely beautiful and beautifully complete
builcding ever desiganed for the sole purpose of housing a school of
law., They will fiad no new, raw-looking structure, trying awkwardly
to feel at home in unaccustomed surroundings, but a building which
stands in its place like an heir just come to its own, born to his
place and in the place to which he was born. Red brick and Indiana
limestone make up the exterior of many buildings, but here they
mingle in a friendly fashion unknown to us before. We are told that
the archtecture is English classic of the time of William and Mary
and we fancy we see in the red bricks the warm red English blood of
Mary and in the cool grey stone, the harder, colder characier of
William, here wedded once more in the interests o7 law and liberty.
All about the building circle shields and medallions and upon these
are carved the names the Department has chosen for especial honor,
Here are the great beginners oI Law as we know it, Caius Ulpian,
Papinian, makers of the greatest code ever formulated by man, if
the least human. Here is the name of the man who had all this know-
ledge codified and made useful to the men of his time and all times
to our own, Justinian, and those men who rediscovevered and re-in-
terrupted it ali, Vattel, Domat, and Von Savigny, Edward I, the
cofifier of Engiish laws, and Bracton, his heiper; Coke, the Ffirst
of the great lawyers, the quaint, the patriotic, the author of the
petition of right. Then a long line of learned Englishmen, some of
whoi: loved us and some loved us not, but whom we honor in all im-
partiality; and our own great ones of the past, Madison, Hamilton,
Vebster. The great Pennsylvanians, Gibson, Binney, Tilghman, and
the names of our own time, Field and Bradley. Circled so by great-
ness, the student of the days to come will be untrue to all that
his eyes behold if he makes no effort to emulate their example.

The interior of the building has been most carefully planned
to meet all the needs of the stu.ent body., The experience of the
past and the inventive genius of the present have been taxed to supply
every convenience and aid the physical and mental well being of all



who will use the structure., A great hall 27 feet wide by 120 feet
long forms the central feature of the building. From the hall the
wide marble staircase leads to tha library floor above. This stair-
case is finely tintel and is of great dignity and beauty. A large
window faces the fivst lan ing ans the hall below, while the stairs
branch ©o left and vight in stately fashion. Upon the first floor
and the basement below are found the exccutive offices of the depart-
ment. The offices of the Dean and Sscretary are fitted up with all
the modern appliances for executive work, desks, cabinets, cases
for filing the records of each student who matriculates and who thus
leaves a succinct r2cord of his career, short or long, successful
or unsu:zcessful, bzhind him, which can be referred to at any time
when needed; teleonhonss and bells to all parts of the building,
typewriters., letter presses, everything a busy man can need to save
the time that is ail tvo short for the work to be dome. Upon this
floor the decorations are simple in character, the only touch of lux-
ur7 being in the marbles and door ways and the elaborate stucco=-
wrought ceilings. The lecture rooms are upon this floor, the small-
est of the seven being able to seat f£ifty students, the largest
250. Thesa rooms are all furnished with an ingenious arrangement in
the form of "mushrocom’ cesks, which are composed of a slender up-
right, with small square top attachec, the top being just large enough
to hoiZ one book and :he note boolt of the student. One of these
stands is places in froat of each chair and they have been designed
in order to do away with the avhward desk arwm=-chair or the room=~
consuming desk. It is believed they will prove to be of very great
practical utility. The practice room and the prothonotary's office
ara =zlso directly in the iine of modern progress. It is believed
that a practical experience of the formal process of the law is of
much greater benefit to the student than much theoretical instruction.
Therefore these rooms have been thoroughly equipped with all the neces-
sary implements of a practice court and prothonotary's office. Here all
the processes of the law will be gonz through as in actual practice
from the filing of the papers to the appearance in court and trial
0f the cause. These will be added to the principles and theoxy
of the law that lmowledge of its technicalities, without which the
gracuate student feels himcelf helpless when he faces the diffi-
cultiee ol his Ffi st case. On this floov also, adjoining the Prac-
tice Court, is a large debating hall, where those studying law who
desirve to perfect themselves in oratory will have every opportunity
afforded them to praciice that art. The Lew Department has always
“uyrnished the greater number of the prize debaters of the University
ané it is hoped that with the facilities now afforded them they will
ring iuter-collegiate debating to so nigh a level that crowds
will flock to the contests as esagerly as they congregate about the
football fields. Just beside the entrance door a completely fur-
nished coat room ministers to the needs of the incoming student.

L wide flight o stai¥3 leads us to 2 light and airy basement,
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with encrance from Sanscm Street. Have are the Club rooms where the
moot courts are heid and the club men puzzle their brains with deli-
cate pointe and the baifling mysteries ol case law, or, on rare
occasicus indulge onversation and other mild frivolities. The

in &
Quiz rooms are heve also, where the doubtful points are settled,



£ ither opposing faction, and the
student is led Zigrmiy alou: marked out in the lecture room.
The bicyzlz roow pro v1ﬁes_hgysing the patient steed which, never-
thelesgs, refusas to stand without suppo:t aad will o merrily élongk;
vith the first comez—if met—arefully guarded. Vast taverns supported
by numberless pillars iecad o’f from cthis woint to caverns which appear
lilze those o: Mubla Khanae, '"measureless to man.'' A room upon this
Zloor has been made sacred to the comfort oi tihe women students of

the Department which has generously opened its doors to all of suffi-
cievt capacity, regardless of sex. Two women are now taking advantage
cf this generous spirit, boch in their freshman years. There is no
proviﬂ‘on mace for heating and lighting plants, these nszeds being

from the great central plant of the University. For the venti-
latlon 0% the builcding there is a fan of special design 10 feet in
diameter driven by an electric motor and capable of delivering into

the building nearly one thousand cubic feet oI fresh air per second,
This z2ir is drawn, first through an air filter of akout 400 square

Zeet of cheese cloti and then through 2 Ytemporary coil® of sufficient
capacity to warm it to &0 degrees in zero weather; it then reaches

the fan aa¢ is driven by it through a series of air passages and duct
into the various rooms in quantities proportioned to the maximum

nurber of occupants for which each particular room is designed.
Suppismentary heaters are placed between the fan and the rooms in

suchn a way that eaci: separate voom is supplied with air at a tem-
perature to suit its individual needs.

not always to the satigi:
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The temperature oi the air supply is automatically con-
trolled by a system ci pneumatic chermcstats and air piping installed
by the Powvers Regulator Ceompany and arranged sc that a fall or rise
of one degree in the temperature ol any voom will be sufficient
to automatically raise or lower the temperature of its air supply
without affecting the quantity of air delivered through the register.
The zir delivered by the £an is intended principally for ventilation
and direct radiators ave therefore placed in many of the rooms for
wzrming, the vaives on those radiators being also controlled by
tiiermostats.

Six larzz vent shaZts, four of which are noticeable fea-
tures in the architectural design, are provided for the discharge
of vitiated air and th= various vooms are connected to these either
Zire~tly or by meanc of galvanized iron ducts. A special compressed
air plant iz provided for the operation oI certain Jdampers in connec=-

tion with the ventilatingz system. For instance, in the large vent
shafts there are dampers which, as a matter of economy, should be
clos=d when the building is unoccupied in order to counserve the heat
of the building. These can be opened or closed by the manipulation
of a sinrle switch in the engine room.

Tiie steam supply for the lighting and the heating and venti-
lating plants is tal:zn from the Pover House at the corner of 34th and
Sprucz Strzets, about one thousand feet away and is carried in a
six iuzh pipe coverad with Zwo inches of cork and enclosed in a water-
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tight brici: contuit, Tho exhaust steam from the lighting plant is used

in
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the heating svstzm and all water of condensation is metered and
pumped baclk to the Power House through a two inch pipe contained in
the same couduit as the steam wipe.

The building is lighted throughout by electricity from
three dynamos and engines; cne 400 lamp 2nd two 150 lamp Westing-
house Dynawmos and Engines direct coupled. These machines are so
arranged that either one can be used separately or any number of them
can be usged together. The main switchboard in the engine room is
12 feet long by & feet high and made of white marble with all instru-
meats, such as Ampere meters, volt-meters, ground detectors, Watt
meters, and =ircuitf switches. The circuits leading out to the differ-
ent parts oI the building are so arranged that any pavt of the build-
ing can be controiled by the engineer., The building is wired for
125C 16-candle power electric lights, in the very best and most
improved method. The building was piped throughout, before it was
plastered, with loricated irom pipe to all lights and switches.
This piping is vput together with threaded ends and leaded and the same
care taken to make the same perfectly water-tight as though it was
to carry water or gas. T.io pipes are run throughout,--that is, the
positive and negative poles are not allowed to run in the same pipe,
thus avoiding any possible danger, this being different from any
other building in the State, it being the custom to allow both
poles to run to the same pipe. Then after the building was czom-
pleted the wire waz pulled into the pipe, all the currents and fuses
for the system enciosed in steel boxes, perfectly fire proof, and
all switches are of the flush push button pattern. The desks in the
students' reading rooms and graduate reading room are lighted from
plugs placed in the floor under the desks and so arcranged that the
plugs can be drawn out of the openings, closed and the floor cleared in
a faw minutes. The building is fitted throughout with very handsome
electric fixtures. The one very important feature of this plant is
that 1t is absolutely fireproof throughout.

In the becoik stack is placed a telephone exchange having
50 statioms, anl to this exchange every room and hall in the building
is connected, and so arranged that any two departments can be connected
together at the central exhange. All wires for this system are run
in loricated iron 9ipe, the same as for electric lighting. The method
used for onerating this system are storage batteries charged from
the dynamos.

There is

also 2 large system of electric bells, an electric
button being pilaced o

e}
n every desi in the two larze students' reading
rooms and the gracduates' reading room, and in all the professors'
rooms aud comnected £o three annunciators placed on pedestals

at the entrance to tie stazit room. There is also a system of elec-
tric bells placed at diiferent parts of the building and operated
f-om a master riock o riag che hovrs of classes, and a system of
electric c¢iczelis piazsd in the lecturs rooms, reading rooms, which
are regulated, wound up and set from one master clocl in the Dean's
office.

The crowiiing point of the building is reached with the
taird floor., ‘There ere two great reading rooms, the graduate
“eading toow and the bookstack, besides rooms for the professors
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a2ud librariaus. Tihe aall unon the nortn of the staircases is thie one
which is mamed for Judge wviclean, great grandfather of the donoyr of the
liberal gift ol $10C,3L " wnich wade all wlils a possilility now
ingtead of at some <ats In itue far distant, The decorations are
nilaster of mavble between mullioned windows and a most elaborate
ceiling o0l stucso, hLeamoniously and artistically colored, The work
upon the walls and ceilings is quite unigue. his is the largest
couiract of ornamental plastering ever let in Philadelphia and un=-
doubtedly one of the Jinest; and was complated by the coatraciors in
obout foor months' time, the quicliest worli of the kind ou record.
There vers at times as many as ‘t7 men employed on this worlk alone.
The modelling was done in 2 studio down town and the work when cast
in plaster was delivered fo the building and put into place.

Four great fire places give a look of hospitality and a
nromise of warmth and welcome and add a homeliness to the hall which de-
racts in no way £rom its stateliness. In this hall and the hall
upon the southern side, which is an exact dupnlicate, and is cailed
Sharswood Hall, a Jdeg: is placed for each student and also a number
¢f fegiis for visitors., These degks have been designed especially
for their present purpose and it has been the aim to have them
just hiph enough, wide erough znd deep enough to suit the veed it is
to 2411, Each desk is provided with z locik closet for notes, and an
2lectric bell to call a boy who will carry the book slip to the desk
anc¢ carry baci: the wonted volumes. The graduate zead*no room is a
smalier hall, 2% by 4 iset, with a mzzzanine gallery running along
onz sile. The decovation of this voom is more simple but in the
same sityle as the larger hallz. All these halls and also the stair
with paintings and engravings of eminent jurists,
as the Depariment alveady has a collection which has nevar yet been
athered undevr one vooi. The great stacl: room rises to the glass
rQOI and has a canacity of 120,030 volumes, At present only two tiers
of :the stack are in place, bvt it is thought this will accommodate
the present library of twenty-three f housanc volumes and a normal
crowth of two or three years. The bool: stacks in the "Staclk Room"
are arranged in alcove form on each side of the room, they are placed
at right angles to the side walls, leaving a center connecting corridor.
The cases are all Jdouble faced so as to ailow 07 easy access to the
Loolzs. The stacks are oI a novel steel construction, now beinz em-
ployed in ail medern 1ibrariﬂs. Zach snelf is of a tray form that is
stacle and removable Irom the supporting standards
of the structure, A shelf with its gusto of boszsrds can be removed at
will and carried to any part cf the biilding. The cases are now' but one
~ier in height, with a calilery <loor, but ar2 so constructed that
acditional tiers and galle-ies can be added when required. The corridor
2 2 with a moulded steel panel to which the elec-
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= of every case is ioced
tvic lamps are attachni,

The two divisions of staclis are conne

cted at the gallery
lzvel by buidges that are faz=d wici: 2 suitable railing, and the
callery floor is of perrorated iron that acdnits of a proper diffusion
of light, as weli as a full circulation of air. Iron staircases at
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3 library, which is less than a dozen years old, has
~3t tharee years sprung fvom a collection o 18,500 volumes
.07, In additison to the original gift from the Biddle
vicou of Mr. Arthur Biddle, eavly in 139C, presented his
library of some four thousand volumes. Iu acdition to this gift
a special was made to p¢rnpage boolks much needed in the work
of the professors and in graduate and original work. The library
now ranlks wiich the greatey law libravies in the country, and has the
advancage ol youth in that it has no accumulation of antiquated
rubbish, such as must inevitably collect in 2ll librawies, to count
on its accessi st In the centey of the stack is placed the
box where all t:e Departmentcs communicate with the 1
requests for books, iniormation and all service furnished by the
library are recelived ani answered. Tliere is a distributi
at eicher end stac’k: room where two attiendants will be ready
to receive the slips from the boys in the reading roows, and will
obtain the boois ashkad for. A smaller desk with one attemdant wiil
cive similar accommodation to the workers in the graduate room. It
i3 hoped the library will prove a great attraction to our graduate
vorers of the future and that in this attractive room much of most
valuable work along the 1 i
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ine of orininal resesarch may be done.

2ooms for the Professcrs on the library and mezzanine floors

in convenient proximity to the reading and stack rooms, and are
ted up conveniently and comfortably with open fire places, desks,
cially “esigned woriiing tables ns cheerful rugs. Upon the lower
nine floors are o oilet rooms, tiled and marbled and
up-to-date in every respect. The plumbing, drainage and ventilation
oned to be of the very best character,
teing the care awcrcised in installing
n o7 heavy Cast Iron Pipe, encased
on all sicdes b7 £ heavy mes crate formed of cement, sand and
fine brolen cione, insuiii st any chance of a fracture
by settlement of groad or other unforeseen causes.
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one of the owincipal feature

the undergrouni drainage, whic
s

3 1 ave all set open, having niclel
pl xposed g, wHich affords thic greatest opportunity for keep-
ing i
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the building order, beauty and conveulence are
ein; whole which is ready for the great open-
tly -elebrate the completion of the

mest beautiful Law School Building.
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