


1957  The Honorable Felix Frankfurter 

1958  Professor Arthur L. Goodhart 

1959  The Honorable Paul Henri Spaak 

1961  Professor Herbert Wechsler 

1962  Lord Patrick A. Devlin 

1963  Dean Andrew Cordier 

1964  Professor Paul Freund 

1965  The Honorable Roger Traynor 

1966  The Honorable Abba Eban 

1967  Chief F.R.A. Williams 

1969  The Honorable Arthur J. Goldberg 

1970  Professor Covey T. Oliver 

1971  The Honorable Erwin N. Griswold 

1972  Mr. Anthony Lewis 

1973  The Honorable William H. Hastie 

1974  Professor Archibald Cox 

1975  The Honorable Henry J. Friendly 

1976  Anthony Lester, Q.C. 

1977  Professor Edward Levi 

1978  The Honorable Shirley M. Hufstedler 

1979  Sydney Kentridge, S.C. 

1980  The Honorable Wade H. McCree, Jr. 

1981  Professor Andre Tunc 

1982  Professor Paul J. Mishkin 

PAST ROBERTS LECTURERS

Judge Michael Boudin has served on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the First Circuit since 1992, and from 2001 to 2008 was the 
Court’s chief judge. From 1990-1992, Judge Boudin served on the 
U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C. He previously was deputy 
assistant attorney general in the antitrust division of the justice 
department from 1987-1990. From 1965-1987, Judge Boudin 
practiced law at Covington & Burling in Washington, D.C. He has 
taught part time at Harvard Law School since 1982 and taught at 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School during the 1984-1985 
term. Judge Boudin began his legal career as a clerk for Judge 
Henry Friendly and, subsequently, Justice John M. Harlan. He is a 
graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School.

1983  The Honorable Cyrus R. Vance 

1984  Lloyd N. Cutler, Esquire 

1985  Professor Geoffrey C. Hazard, Jr. 

1986  Professor Louis B. Schwartz 

1987  The Honorable Arlin M. Adams 

1988  Professor Sissela Bok 

1989  Professor A. Leo Levin 

1991  The Honorable John J. Gibbons 

1992  The Honorable Ismail Mohomed 

1993  Professor Richard Rorty 

1994  Professor John Rawls 

1996  Professor Stephen L. Carter (Spring) 

1996  The Honorable Louis H. Pollak (Fall) 

1997  Professor Ronald Dworkin 

1998  Professor Cass Sunstein 

1999  Professor Sanford V. Levinson 

2000  Professor Martha L. Minow 

2002  The Honorable Guido Calabresi 

2003  Justice Antonin Scalia 

2004  The Honorable Patricia M. Wald 

2005  Professor Kathleen M. Sullivan 

2006  Justice Richard J. Goldstone 

2007  Justice Aharon Barak

2008  Dean Harold Hongju Koh

THE HONORABLE MICHAEL BOUDIN

Justice Owen J. Roberts was an extraordinary jurist whose 
devotion to law and to the Constitution marked every stage of 
his career. After earning his AB in 1895 and LLB in 1898 from 
the University of Pennsylvania, Roberts served for 20 years on 
the Penn Law Faculty.  Roberts developed a highly successful 
private practice during this time, but chose to spend most of his 
career in service to the public sector: as assistant district attorney 
of Philadelphia County, special United States prosecutor in the 
Teapot Dome cases, chairman of the commission appointed 
by President Roosevelt to investigate the Pearl Harbor attack, 
chairman of the Clemency Board following World War II, and 
associate justice of the United States Supreme Court from 1930 
to 1945. From 1948 through 1951, Roberts served as dean of 
Penn Law School, where he taught a seminar in constitutional law.

THE HONORABLE OWEN J. ROBERTS



A memorial to the esteemed jurist and former University of Pennsylvania Law School 
dean, the Owen J. Roberts Lecture in Constitutional Law established an annual 
lectureship to be delivered by “a nationally prominent person, in either public or 
academic life, who might be expected to make a significant contribution in legal 
thought.” At its formation in 1956, the lecture series was jointly sponsored by the 
Law School and its Chapter of the Order of the Coif. The sponsorship group later 
expanded to include the Law School’s Alumni Society. Since 1974, the law firm of 
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker and Rhodes, which Roberts founded, has funded an 
endowment to assure the long-term continuation of the lecture series. 

Today’s lecture marks the 49th in the series of Roberts Lectures, the oldest and among 
the most distinguished of the endowed lectureships at Penn Law. We hope you will join 
us in the 2010-2011 academic term when we will present the 50th Owen J. Roberts 
Memorial Lecture with a historical look at the series and a special celebration of 
academic excellence at the Law School.

HISTORY OF THE

OWEN J. ROBERTS LECTURE

The Justices of the 
United States Supreme 
Court, circa 1937:

L to R Standing: Owen J. 
Roberts, Pierce Butler, Harlan 
Fiske Stone, Benjamin Cardozo

L to R Sitting: Louis D. 
Brandeis, Willis VanDevanter, 
Charles Evans Hughes, 
James McReynolds, George 
Sutherland


