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					Wendell Pritchett PhD’97
					

					
					James S. Riepe Presidential Professor of Law and Education
					


					
					
  Wendell Pritchett PhD’97 is the James S. Riepe Presidential Professor of Law and Education at the University of Pennsylvania. Pritchett served as the Interim University President from February 2022 - June 2022 and previously served as the University Provost at Penn from July 1, 2017, through December 31, 2021. He first joined the Penn Law faculty in 2002 and served as Interim Dean and Presidential Professor for the 2014-15 school year. From 2006-2007, he served as associate dean for academic affairs.



  Pritchett served as Chancellor of Rutgers-Camden from 2009-14, and in 2008 served as Deputy Chief of Staff and Director of Policy for Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter, who also appointed him to the School Reform Commission, where he served from 2011-14. He has written two books and edited two academic volumes, and his research examines the development of post-war urban policy, in particular urban renewal, housing finance, and housing discrimination. Pritchett has specialized in real estate and housing law, representing nonprofit organizations involved in the development of affordable housing.



  Pritchett, who holds a Ph.D. in history from Penn, earned his law degree at Yale. Before coming to Penn, he spent five years as Assistant Professor of History at Baruch College of the City University of New York. In 2007, he chaired the Urban Policy Task Force for then-Sen. Barack Obama’s presidential campaign. Earlier in his career, Pritchett served as director of district offices for U.S. Rep. Thomas Foglietta and as an attorney representing non-profit organizations in the development of affordable housing.



  During the past 15 years, Pritchett has played a leadership role in numerous nonprofit organizations. He was board chair of Community Legal Services of Philadelphia during 2005-08. He also served as president of the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation, chair of the Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia, member of the Pennsylvania State Planning Board, and member of the Cooper University Health Care Board of Trustees. In October 2012, he was elected president of the Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan Universities, a national consortium of higher education institutions.



  As a scholar, Pritchett has written two books and numerous articles on urban history and policy, particularly in the areas of housing, race relations, land use, and economic development. His first book, Brownsville, Brooklyn: Blacks, Jews and the Changing Face of the Ghetto (University of Chicago Press, 2002), explores race relations and public policy in 20th-century Brooklyn. His book, Robert Clifton Weaver and the American City: The Life and Times of an Urban Reformer  (University of Chicago Press, 2008), is a biography of the first African-American cabinet secretary, a leading thinker and practitioner of 20th-century urban development. Most recently, Pritchett, along with Penn colleagues Susan Wachter and Vincent Reina, published the edited volume Perspectives on Fair Housing (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020).
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  Exclusionary Megacities, 91 S. CAL. L. REV. 467 (2018) (with Shitong Qiao).


						

				
				
			
			
						  

  A Solution in Search of a Problem: Kelo Reform over Ten Years, 48 CONN. L. REV. 1483 (2016).


						

				
				
			

			
						  

  African-American Activism in the North, in SPEAKING OUT: ACTIVISM AND PROTEST IN THE 1960s AND 1970s (Heather Ann Thompson ed., Pearson 2010).


						


				
			

			
						  

  ROBERT CLIFTON WEAVER AND THE AMERICAN CITY: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF AN URBAN REFORMER (Univ. of Chicago Press 2008).


						

				
			
			
				
			
			
						  

  Beyond Kelo: Thinking About Urban Development in the 21st Century, 22 GA. ST. L. REV. 895 (2007).


						

				
		
			
		

            
          

        

      

    	

        
      

  
			



		   


        
		   



			
		  	Related Links

				
					
						K-12 School Funding report
					

					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
				

			

		



    
    
    
    
  
    
      
[image: PennLaw Footer]
        
          
            University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
 3501 Sansom Street

            Philadelphia, PA 19104

            215.898.7483
          

        

      

      
        
          Centers & Institutes Library Academic Calendar
        

        
          Event Calendar Administration Penn
        

      

      
        Contact Support Us Jobs
      

    

    
      
        [image: LinkedIn Icon] [image: Facebook Icon] [image: Twitter Icon] [image: Instagram Icon] [image: Youtube Icon] [image: footer-rss-logo Icon]
      

      
        
          Copyright 2024 University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. All Rights Reserved.

          Report Accessibility Issues and Get Help | The Fine Print
        
[image: Site Login Logo] Site Login
      

    

  

 
    

	












  
	  

 
  





