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					Dorothy E. Roberts
					

					
					George A. Weiss University Professor of Law and Sociology and the Raymond Pace and Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander Professor of Civil Rights
					


					
					
  Dorothy Roberts, an acclaimed scholar of race, gender and the law, joined the University of Pennsylvania as its 14th Penn Integrates Knowledge Professor with joint appointments in the Departments of Africana Studies and Sociology and the Law School where she holds the inaugural Raymond Pace and Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander chair. She is also founding director of the Penn Program on Race, Science & Society in the Center for Africana Studies.



  Her path breaking work in law and public policy focuses on urgent social justice issues in policing, family regulation, science, medicine, and bioethics. Her major books include Fatal Invention: How Science, Politics, and Big Business Re-create Race in the Twenty-first Century (New Press, 2011); Shattered Bonds: The Color of Child Welfare (Basic Books, 2002), and Killing the Black Body: Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty (Pantheon, 1997). She is the author of more than 100 scholarly articles and book chapters, as well as a co-editor of six books on such topics as constitutional law and women and the law.



  Her work has been supported by the American Council of Learned Societies, National Science Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Harvard Program on Ethics & the Professions, and Stanford Center for the Comparative Studies in Race & Ethnicity. Recent recognitions of her scholarship and public service include 2019 Rutgers University- Newark Honorary Doctor of Laws degree, 2017 election to the National Academy of Medicine, 2016 Society of Family Planning Lifetime Achievement Award, 2016 Tanner Lectures on Human Values, 2015 American Psychiatric Association Solomon Carter Fuller Award.
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           	Featured Research

           	

					
			
			
			
			
			
						  

  Digitizing the Carceral State, reviewing Virginia Eubanks, AUTOMATING INEQUALITY: HOW HIGH-TECH TOOLS PROFILE, POLICE, AND PUNISH THE POOR (St. Martin’s Press, 2017), 132 HARV. L. REV. 1695 (2019).


						

				
				
			
			
						  

  Foreword: Abolition Constitutionalism, The Supreme Court 2018 Term, 133 HARVARD L. REV. 1 (2019).


						

				
				
			

			
						  

  Democratizing Criminal Law as an Abolitionist Project, 111 NW. U. L. REV. 1597 (2017).


						


				
			

			
						  

  Crossing Two Color Lines: Interracial Marriage and Residential Segregation in Chicago, 45 CAP. U. L. REV. 1 (2017).


						

				
			
			
						  

  Killing the Black Body: Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty (Random House/Pantheon, 1997; Vintage paperback, 1999; Vintage 20th anniversary ed., 2017).


						

				
			
			
						  

  Why Sociology Matter to Race and Biosocial Science, 46 ANN. REV. SOCIOLOGY 46 (2020) (with Oliver Rollins).


						

				
		
			
		

            
          

        

      

    	

        
      

  
			


In the News
View All Prof. Dorothy Roberts Addresses Questionable Home Searches Conducted by Child Protective Service Agencies 
February 21, 2024


Prof. Dorothy Roberts’ Book Highlighted in News About Class-Action Lawsuit Involving CPS Home Visits 
February 21, 2024


Prof. Dorothy Roberts Says Child Welfare System Harms Children Taken from Their Families 
February 13, 2024


Prof. Dorothy Roberts’ Book ‘Shattered Bonds’ Cited 
February 7, 2024
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