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					Louis S. Rulli
					

					
					Shuster Practice Professor of Law, Director of Civil Practice Clinic & Legislative Clinic
					


					
					
  Louis Rulli possesses expertise in public interest law, legislation, litigation, and clinical legal education, and has written and lectured extensively on access to justice for the poor. He is the recipient of the University-wide Provost’s Award for Distinguished Teaching (2006), Penn Carey Law’s Beacon Award for exemplary faculty commitment to pro bono service (2012), Community Legal Services’ Champion of Justice Award (2012), Villanova University’s Praxis Award in Professional Ethics (2015), and the AALS Father Robert Drinan Award (2019).



  Prior to joining the Penn Carey Law faculty, Rulli was the executive director of Community Legal Services in Philadelphia. He is a past chairman of the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Commission on Judicial Selection and Retention, a founding member of the Pennsylvania IOLTA Board, and a member of the Judicial Ethics Ad Hoc Committee that recommended changes to the Code of Judicial Conduct to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. He served on Mayor Jim Kenney’s Transition Team and Policy and Planning Committee (2015) and is a former chairperson of the Local Rules Committee on Domestic Violence of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. He also is a former member of the Third Circuit’s Task Force on Equal Treatment in the Courts and the Editorial Board of the Legal Intelligencer.



  He currently serves as the Hearing Officer for the City of Philadelphia’s Board of Ethics, a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s House of Delegates, and is the Access to Justice Advisor to the Board of Governors and Cabinet of the Philadelphia Bar Association. He formerly served on the governance boards of Community Legal Services, Philadelphia Legal Assistance, Friends of Farmworkers, and the Women’s Law Project.



  Rulli is only the second person to receive the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation’s Lifetime Achievement Award, presented to an individual who has demonstrated substantial leadership in the creation and continuation of pro bono programs.
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  Prosecuting Civil Asset Forfeiture on Contingency Fees: Looking for Profit in All the Wrong Places, 72 ALA. L. REV. 531 (2021).


						

				
				
			
			
						  

  Seizing Family Homes from the Innocent: Can the Eighth Amendment Protect Minorities and the Poor from Excessive Punishment in Civil Forfeiture?, 19 U. PA. J. CONST. L. 1111 (2017).


						

				
				
			

			
						  

  5 Things Lawyers Should Know When Defending Against Civil Forfeiture, 2 For The Defense 22 (Digital Publication of the Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers) (2017)


						


				
			

			
						  

  Testimony, Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee, Civil Forfeiture Reform (2015)


						

				
			
			
						  

  Roadblocks to Access to Justice: Reforming Ethical Rules to Meet the Special Needs of Low-Income Clients, 17 U. PA. J. L. & SOC. CHANGE 347 (2014)


						

				
			
			
						  

  On the Road to Civil Gideon: Five Lessons from the Enactment of a Right to Counsel for Indigent Homeowners in Federal Civil Forfeiture Proceedings, 19 Journal of Law & Policy 683 (2011).


						

				
		
			
		

            
          

        

      

    	

        
      

  
			


In the News
View All Practice Prof. of Law Lou Rulli Remembers Anita Santos-Singh C’86 as Always ‘Striving for the Greatest Community Impact Possible’ 
January 18, 2024


Practice Prof. of Law Lou Rulli on the Passing of Anita Santos-Singh C’86: She ‘Shaped Philadelphia Legal Assistance’ 
January 17, 2024


Practice Prof. of Law Lou Rulli Explains the Process of Civil Forfeiture 
June 15, 2023


Learning Beyond the Classroom 
April 17, 2023





		   


        
		   






    
    
    
    
  
    
      
[image: PennLaw Footer]
        
          
            University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
 3501 Sansom Street

            Philadelphia, PA 19104

            215.898.7483
          

        

      

      
        
          Centers & Institutes Library Academic Calendar
        

        
          Event Calendar Administration Penn
        

      

      
        Contact Support Us Jobs
      

    

    
      
        [image: LinkedIn Icon] [image: Facebook Icon] [image: Twitter Icon] [image: Instagram Icon] [image: Youtube Icon] [image: footer-rss-logo Icon]
      

      
        
          Copyright 2024 University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. All Rights Reserved.

          Report Accessibility Issues and Get Help | The Fine Print
        
[image: Site Login Logo] Site Login
      

    

  

 
    

	












  
	  

 
  





