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					David S. Abrams
					

					
					William B. and Mary Barb Johnson Professorship of Law and Economics; Professor of Business Economics and Public Policy
					


					
					
  David S. Abrams is one of the leading young economists working in empirical law and economics.



  His work strives to understand and measure how individuals respond to incentives in various legal contexts. In his work on intellectual property law, he has investigated the expected impact of the America Invents Act, examined the effect of patent duration on innovation, and used natural language processing to establish more reliable measures of patent value.



  In his latest empirical work, Abrams has shown that long-held views on patent value and citations do not hold and introduced a new model of innovation to account for the findings. He has also done substantial work in criminal justice, including investigating whether longer sentences deter crime, how defendant race impacts judicial decisions, to what extent attorney skill affects case outcomes, and how much individuals value freedom.



  His interests also include law and health economics, labor economics, and corporate finance. His work has appeared in top peer-reviewed journals and law reviews, including the University of Pennsylvania Law Review, Stanford Law Review, University of Chicago Law Review, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, and Journal of Legal Studies.
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  COVID and Crime: An Early Empirical Look, U of Penn, Inst for Law & Econ Research Paper No. 20-49 (2020)


						

				
				
			
			
						  

  The Law and Economics of Stop-and-Frisk, 46 LOY. U. CHI. L. J. 369 (2014) 


						

				
				
			

			
						  

  How Do We Decide How Long to Incarcerate?, in EMPIRICAL LEGAL ANALYSIS: ASSESSING THE PERFORMANCE OF LEGAL INSTITUTIONS (Yun-chien Chang, ed., Routledge 2013)


						


				
			

			
						  

  A Market for Justice: A First Empirical Look at Third Party Litigation Funding, 15 U. PA. J. BUS. L. 1075 (2013) (with Daniel L. Chen)


						

				
			
			
						  

  Poisoning the Next Apple: The America Invents Act and Individual Inventors, 65 STAN L. REV. 517 (2013) (with P. Wagner)


						

				
			
			
						  

  The Imprisoner’s Dilemma: A Cost-Benefit Approach to Incarceration, 98 IOWA L. REV. 905 (2013)


						

				
		
			
		

            
          

        

      

    	

        
      

  
			


In the News
View All Prof. David Abrams Doesn’t Understand Why His Research Was Cited in Support of Safer Kentucky Act 
February 22, 2024


Prof. David Abrams Analyzes Data in Review of Chicago Police Department Stops Between 2018 and 2020 
June 29, 2023


Many Businesses Don’t Need Noncompete Agreements, Says Prof. David Abrams 
January 23, 2023


Prof. David Abrams: FTC’s Proposed Noncompete Ban Would Be a ‘Big Win’ for Workers Across Industries 
January 10, 2023
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