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U.S. Statutes at Large (Stat.), 1789- 
aka: slip laws, session laws, public laws. 
APositive@ law for 60% of titles of  USC       
 (i.e., Stat. governs over USC). 
To find where codified go to the ATables@    
    volumes in USC., USCA, or USCS.  
Typical cite: Title VII, Civil Rights Act of   
  1964,  Pub. L. No. 88-352, ' 703, 78 Stat.  
  255 (1964). 
 
 

U.S.Code (U.S.C.) (official, unannotated), 
1926- 
40 % of titles are @positive@ law (i.e., USC         
    governs if in conflict with Stat.). 
60 % of titles are Aprima facie@ law (i.e., Stat.    
     governs if in conflict with USC). 
Latest supplement often years behind 
Parenthetical Note after each section traces        
    history of each amendment back to Statutes   
   at Large. 
50 Broad Subject Titles. 
Typical cite: 42 U.S.C. ' 2000e-2(b)(2000 &     
    Supp. V 2005). 
 
U.S.Code Annotated (U.S.C.A.)(West) 
(unofficial, annotated, monthly updates) 
Same titles and sections as USC. 
Annotated with cases; references to CFR. 
 
U.S.Code Service (U.S.C.S.)(Lexis) 
(unofficial, annotated, monthly updates) 
Same titles and sections as USC. 
Annotated with cases; references to CFR. 

 
Federal Register (F.R.), 1935- 
Proposed and final rules, notices of              
    meetings and much more. 
Authority note gives statutory authority to   
     USC. 
Published every business day. 
Unannotated, but helpful background info.   
   such as names of government officials to  
   contact and summaries of comments rec’d 
   about proposed regulations. 
Titles and sections of CFR already               
    assigned. 
Typical cite: 37 Fed. Reg. 6,836 (Apr. 5,      
   1972). 

Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) 
(official, unannotated), 1937- 
Final rules only. 
Source note traces citation back to FR. 
Authority note gives statutory authority to 
USC. 50 Broad Subject Titles (often by 
agency).  
ATables@ in Index Volume convert from USC     
    to CFR. 
Published  annually, but updated monthly in the 
    List of C.F.R. Sections Affected and daily in 
     the FR with references to the FR. 
Typical cite: 29 C.F.R.' 1604.1(2008). 

 


