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SWZSS BANKS AND THE SHREDDING
HOLOCAUST ERA DOCUMENTS

OF
. .

TUESDAY, MAY 6,199’7

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, H&JSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS

,, Washington, DC.
The Committee met at 2:17 p.m., in room SD-538 of the Dirksen

Senate Office Building, Senator Alfonse M. D’Amato  (Chairman of
the Committee) presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAh ALFONSE‘M. D’AMATO
The CHAIRMAN. I would like to thank our witnesses, Israel Singer

and Elan Steinberg of the World. Jewish Congress, and Christoph
Meili. Christoph is the 29.year-old  bank guard who was fired after
he reported the destruction of bank records at the Union Bank of
Switzerland on January 8th ofthis year. _. .

The Committee has been looking into the relationship between
Switzerland ‘and its banks, and their dealings with Nazi Germany.

We are pleased to hear testimony today from Israel Singer, Gen-
eral Secretary &of the World Jewish Con ess,.  as well as Elan Stein-
berg. Israel Singer has been at the orefront, along with Edgar$
Bronfman  and Mr. Steinberg, in the fight to obtain restitution from
the Swiss banks, and to get a proper accounting of the looted gold,
personal properties, and real estate during this era.

It was Israel Singer and Edgar Bronfman who came to Washing-
ton on December 7, 1995, to tell me about their negotiations with
the Swiss bankers who up until that time had stalled them :and
had not been forthcoming with regard to information on the ac-
counts. That is how the Banking Committee began its inquiry.

Today, we will also hear for the first time from Christoph Meili.
He is here along with. his wife, Guiseppina, and children, Miriam,
four, and David, two. For his brave
tant documents from the shredder, I!

in saving historically impor-
hristoph was fired and today

is under investigation for violating Swiss banking laws for disclos-
ing the records, first to the Zurich Jewish Community, and then to
the Swiss olice.

He has aced persecution and penalties for a deed that ennoblesP
him in the eyes of the world. It is unconscionable that this could
happen. But yet in this day and age, 50.plus  years after the Holo-
caust, it continues, that persecution for the righteous, for the young
man who stands before us. This man has ennobled all of us by hav-
ing the courage to come forward, for having the courage to expose
the powerful and the mighty, hiding behind the laws that were
supposed to protect depositors, and using those very laws to per-
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secute  him, to threaten prosecution, and to actually deprive this
young man of an opportunity to support his family.

He has been out of work since this took place. I must state again
for the record, I am privileged to sit here in front of a good and
decent man, a man who has made a difference, a man who has had
the courage. to stand and will be r remembered notwithstanding the
difficulties he. is enduring  now, for, generations to. come as one of
those that the Good Book talks about as the “righteous.”
While Christoph and his family have been persecuted for a noble

deed, it is a disgrace and unforgivable that the bank’s archivist
who ordered the shredding of these documents, Irwin Haggen-
muller, still has his job and faces no prosecution. Why? How is
that? Do we really believe that documents that go back 60 years
and were irrelevant, were suddenly seized upon to be destroyed?

Christoph Meili should be viewed, my friends, as a hero, not a
criminal. His actions in revealing the destruction of evidence are
courageous, and they serve the cause of j-ustice  for the victims and
survivors of the Holocaust and their families.

Isn’t it interestin ,
fl

a nonJew, a gentile stands up to the most
powerful interests t at there are, certainly in Switzerland, if not
among the most powerful in the world.

It’s a stain upon the victims’ memories that the young- man who
uncovered these acts, the destruction of these records in order to
help the cause of justicei is now being made a victim.

Moreover, it’s unfortunate that the Chairman of the Union Bank
of Switzerland, Robert Studer, even had the unmitigated gall to
make remarks questioning the motivation of Christoph for prevent-
ing or revealing the destruction of these records. ’

This act of selflessness has not been rewarded, but.  it will find
its reward one day. Rewards will be heaped upon this young man
and his family for his courage. The world will remember this noble
act and this noble man.

Christoph has been unemployed since January. This hardship is
taking its toll on this brave man and his family. Thankfully, Edgar
Bronfman  has come to the rescue once again by offering Christoph
a job. I am sure that this is a comfort to Christoph and his family.

Immediately after the shredding was disclosed, I wrote to and
also spoke personally to Ambassador Thomas Borer about his case.
I was assured that he would not be fired, only suspended during
the initial inquiry. Nevertheless, he was fired from the security
firm, Wache AG, the firm that was responsible for protecting UBS.

The Committee hopes to discover today what Christoph found in-
tact, and what he found shredded. We want to understand the
course of events as they occurred, and what has happened since.

In his testimon before the House Banking Committee on Decem-
ber 11, 1996, Ami!iassador  Borer stated that he hoped the Swiss in-
vestigation into the question of Jewish assets in Swiss banks
would, “Go beyond the narrow legalistic path onto the broader ave-
nue of a higher morality and legitimacy.”

I hope that in the case of Christoph Meili, the Swiss Government
can do the same. His case is that of a man dedicated to seeing that
justice is achieved, yet he- is persecuted because he tried to ensure
it. His treatment by the security firm that employed him and the
bank that wants him prosecuted is unjust and unfair. It flies in the
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,%words  expressed by Mr. Borer in terms of looking for justice. This
is a tragedy. Because he did his job, Christoph  Meili was fired. Be-
cause he showed courage and integrity, Christoph Meili was fired.
And now, they are threatening him with prosecution. The people
deserve better.

I look forward to -hearing this important testimony, to gaining a
greater understanding into what happened at UBS, that bank in
Switzerland, and what has happened to Christoph Meili since he
reported the shredding, from Mr. Meili himself.

Mr. Meili, welcome.

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHRISTOPH  MEILI
SECURITY GUARD, UNION BAN#K  OF SWITZl$RLAND

Mr. MEILI. Thanks. r
Declaration: I, Christoph Meili, born on April 21, 1968, domiciled

at 38d Steinstrasse, 5406 Rutihof,  Switzerland, declare that, I have
been employed by Wache Ad in -Zurich as a night watchman for
about 3 years. For the past year and a half, I have been working
in this capacity at . the‘ SBG, Schweizerische Bankgesellschaft,

.head- quartered at 45 Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich.
-My job. there was guarding the construction site .of the current

rebuilding project. In addition; I also had other guard responsibil-
ities. I had to be very closely .acquainted  with all locations in this
assignment so as to be able to’ perform the security tasks in case
of an emergency. ‘

On January. 8th at. 4:30 p.m., 1, stafted my rounds in the main
building. I noticed two full pushcarts in the’ shredding room,  I’ no-
ticed them because the overfilled carts were .obviously filled ‘with
very old documents and books., On the very top,. I saw an old’green
A2-sized  book with the title, “Mana ement Minutes,” z&d inscribed
‘with the years around i91Gl9'17i iven though I was surprised,‘1
left the documents alone and continued my rounds. Because ,of the
continuing .press reports regarding-the questions of old banking

records,, I returned &er &out 3 .minutes  to the shredding room.
I put some books on the conveyor belt to get a fuller picture. I saw

. the following titles, as far as I can remember: Federal Banks Na-
,,’ tional Bank, Bankgesellschaft,  years 1870-1926.

’ Then 1, also ’ saw 2' thick .black&und‘  books, about A3 in size,
.which had debit and credit columns. The years l945 .to 1965"were

%rritten  on the cover.. I .opened  one of the books and saw entries
starting <February  1945. Many German chemical companies. At
that point, .I recognized immediately that the entries starting Feb-
ruary 1945,  were still during World War II. Since there we.re .many
German firms, I Iooked at some of the entries more closely.‘. ‘

I saw companies- with names like Lack ‘und Farbenfabriken,
Seifenfabriken;  Bayerische Sowabrik.  Look. When I see that; I am
v&y sad. The first ent

7
was Fr. 1.00; later, the sums were bigger.

For example, Name, 1 rant, and further down, 44,000 Francs.
I found many entries in the real estate column for 1930-1945.

Additional entries were mtide there regarding bankruptcy auctions
The above books were divided in <different categories.:, bonds,

stocks, miscellaneous, real estate. Because of the sensitive dates,
I

.
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The CHAIRMAN. Christoph,  a vote has just started.. I am going to.

ask that we take a 7-minute  break -We ‘have been joined. by Sen-
ator Dodd. 1

’ 1

&ecess.]
The CHAIRMAN. We have been joined not only by Senator Dodd,

but by Senator Boxer’ from California, and Senator Moseley-Braun
from Illinois.

~ I’m going to ask, possibly, Mr. Meili might feel more comfortable
if he were to give his statement in German and have a simulta-
neous translation by his interpreter who is here. Let me suggest
that he does a paragraph first, and then you’ll interpret for him.

Go aheadCh&toph.
Interpreter for MEILI [Margaret Bowen]. Then I also saw .2 thick

black-bound books, about A3 in size, which had debit and credit
columns. The years 1945 to 1965 were written on the cover. I
o ned one of the books and saw entries starting February 1945.
nrany German chemical companies. At that point, I recognized im-
mediately that the entries starting Februa

&
1945, were still dur-

ing World War II. Since there were many rman firms, I looked
at some of the entries more closely.

I saw companies with names like Lack und Farbenfabriken,
Seifenfabriken, Bayer&he Sodafabri~ et cetera. The first entry
was Fr. 1.00; later, the sums were bigger. For example, Name, 1
Franc, and further down, 44,000 Francs.

I found many entries in the real estate column for 1930-1945.
Additional entries were made there regarding bankruptcy auctions.

The above books were divided in different categories: bonds,
stocks, miscellaneous, real estate. Because of the sensitive dates, I
ripped out the entire real est& @art  from both books. I replaced
the books so that no one would notice anything.  I brought the real
estate p es and a bookdated  1920~19%5&o  my locker in two trips.
I finishe  _ my job dutifully ,.and ‘took,  the real estate pages homeT . . _
&Ii ‘me. There I inspe&ed,,th&  ,tithgreati  curiosity.,

After I realized .that’old  .bankin records &id documents were to
be destroyed here,...while ..th& i-6afly-&longed‘  in Archives, and be-
cause of the. persistent &@&on  about the Second World War and,
about banking records “pertaining  to it; I wanted to find out on the
following. day,. whether’ the’  dtiments and. the books had been de-.&royed.  ;- *.; .’ . L .*‘-: “. ~ E ; i ’

On Thursday, a January -& 1997,  at about 230 .m., I went
straight to the shredding r&q@  td seqif$he,-books had.teen actually
destroyed.  ’ 1 ‘,’ . . ) - ’ ’ . . . .I . ’ 1i : :., . t _

The carts were in the $&ding r&m, empty. I found$efuseand
covers f&m the ‘&vebo& in a; metal co&ainer  in the shredding
room. By this,I  mea&the above green and black books. -

’ In a metal container  o&&de  the shredding room, I found two adA
&tional  books from i89M893 under two garbage. bags. I took the
books .to my ltiker iii. two.,trips:  I took the 1920-1926 book home
after I finished wbrk at IO:30 p.m. It contained loans, among- oth-
ers, to German companies, starting in 1923.

I was convinced that&he  documents were being destroyed ille-
gally. I wished to prevent the Swiss people from suffering harm,
and to make the documents and actions known to the public. I also
wanted the oppressed Jewish population-the Holocaust victims-
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to not again be lefi behind in their search for documentation at the
Swiss banks and to get justice. I had the impfission  that parts of
the materials being searched for were being destroyed there.

I tried to give the books to the Israeli Embassy. When I called,
I -was told to put the books in the mail. That seemed too risky to
‘Me, and I tried the Israeli Cultural Association. I was able to stop
by there and hand over the books. The Cultural Association called
me on the following day and they stopped by. I was told&&t this
material was now with the police.

I went public about. this matter because I want to testify to ev-
eryone re
not <been.

arding  this matter in the interests, of Switzerland. I have
ill‘rected  b anyone; I acted on my own decision and I have

no intention of pro Wig from this action.P .
The correctness of my actions as a Swiss citizen is also made

credible by the fact that one of the books saved records the con-
struction of the first Gotthard railroad tunnel. These documents
certainly belong in the National Archives.

In addition, I have,discovered  that the documents to be destroyed
originated in a time
to be destroyed.

period from which no documents are supposed
:, .

I, Chri&oph  Meili, affirm, assure and declare; that. the above dec-
laration is- complete and exact, accordin
edge and belief, and that I am .aware of

to the best of my knowl-
the legal .consequences  of

perjury  according to the laws of the United Sta@s  of America.
The CHAIRMAN.. Mr. Meili, thank you for coming. here today, and

P
resenting.your  tqstimony; Before we open this up for questioning,
am goin to ask Mr. Singer if hb has a statement that he would

like.tom eatthistime.ai ‘.

OPENING STATEkENT OF ISRAE& SINGER
GENERAL  SECRETARY  OF TEE WORLD JEiUISH  CONGRES@

ACCOMPANIED  BY ELAN STldIBERG,EXEW’HVEDIRECTOR
.’ OFTHEWOiXIiD--H’CONGRESS  ’ -

Mr. ‘SINGER. khad~ you, Mrb Chairmti.
It is about a year since :vve appeared before this Committee last,

and it’s about a year’ since this great o&n&y  changed  the course
of histo
majorro&nth&cha  e. . . ‘,’7

.axid this Committee, under your -Chairmanshipl,  .had a
.

We.would  ii&e t o se this opportunity to thank you; Senator
,D*Amato,  and your ass&i&e, Gre
forts, also bator Dodd, Senator

I&km&i for the tireless ef-.
gfi&er, Senator Moseley-Braun,

Senator. Reed,. and all the other Members bf the’ C&&i&e S&o
came last year and come continuously’ to our’ support and ‘to the
3uGyzktice.  :. ” .‘. ., ’

re today, to discuss. two subjects, one human and one
that is substantive.’ The human  ,subject;  I would like to begin by
describing to you tithe following manner. . . ’ ,’ ;

I met Mr. Meili for 1 the fir&t time>  about 18. ‘hours ago. It seem.
a .decade  ago. I diet him, his wife, and his two children in our ‘of-

fibes. He came to’meet  with us to tell us hisstory  that we. have
just heard recounted here. It’s ,a story  describing .the most heroic
and the best that Switzerland has to offer. That Switzerland from’. .
which my wife comes, and my wife’s  family. -Many, many people .in



.6

Switzerland did many great things and good things, and we thank
them for that. . . ‘-.

In this last’ year, Senator, the public way in which you and the
American way brought many -of the Swiss people to understand
once more’ that they need to do the right thing, and wiH . do the
right thing, and are doing the right thing, gave credit to this Com-
mittee, to this Congress; to the transparent way -in which our soci-
ety& is run, and brought a* personal tragedy to thiscourageous  man,
this courageous Swiss person. . 3
. For 4 months, he has been the symbol, the Wilhelm Tell :of Swit-

zerland once more, the man who stood  at the passes ‘and defended
his *country, the country’s human spirit, and the’country’s  courage.
And for 4 months, he hasn’t found a job. He’s been questioned.;

We w&t to deal with that human problem first; Mr. Bronfman
yesterday asked Mr. Meili to accept a position, and we hope he will
tctke  that‘ job so that the . problem that he is in personally, the
human problem of he, his wife, and his children will be resolved.
We hope, Mr. Meili, thatyou will take that position;  not as thanks,
but in recognition of the- fact that you (deserve  ta work, that you
have a right to work, and that we are proud of the way you work.

What you did is like as if the Watergate guard -would have been
arrested in this country: for catching the .Watergate  burglars. That
is incredible to us aAmericans. T

I’m sure that the Swiss public probably when they look into this
rmatter,  will feel the. same way *.a~-  aie f-1 ‘about this. You’ll .prob-
ably get many more job offers,-  but we hope that you take sours,  and
that this matter of your personal ,and: human question will be at
an end now, and we ho
being done in the most, p”

that you will accept this position. It is
think, human way, and it should be taken

as such. We .don’t  want &y thank&  ‘and we don’t. want the subject
to be-firther  discussed,-wpt thatyou~will  accept it. - Y 3

q- With regard to the substan- -.of ,%he issue, this. Committee and
this Government, UW&~  agencies which  will be-reporting and read-
ing it to the world tomorrow, at the-  urging of this Committee and
at the urging of the President ‘of the‘-United  States of A&&a,
after ‘the organization br&i
Land we thank him in “u%

ht -to’ this work by Secretary Eisenstadt

R
lit today-shall bring a spirit of trans-

parer@ to the subject ‘-w ‘ch we brought to you in December 1996.
None of us thought that we would resolve this uestionor begin

to resolve it so= uickly  ’ because it took solong o+ it even to be
WT

P
brought to light. e t~‘~~-f~i;yoir~li~age,  s&&or* ,.:, c

’ In my intrt&Aory‘ remark$I  want ‘ti tell you that ‘this could’<  hotbve -&tin&f &&tit:  ja;. ad ybbp dlleagu-  he& .bday.  :ft is
a; cdt’&) fig$&* . , . ’ -.. ,_ :, .’ f- , ) * , ~ _-

%i
My parents would not have been in the condition thatthey3wer-e
over 50‘ years -ago,  being  turiled doti-  by, 726untries for a visa,

-had people like your&elf  .an&the  $eople  in this Committee tin
fighting for their ri hts? :W&; are L *today’ fighting for those same
rights, a little I&&sot ’ s& &e moth rights, not fimcial ri hts. -
; We are here. fir a que&on%f~moral  ‘restitution? It is unfortunate
that moral restitut&n  can only be explained tit this l&e date
through material me&G  fn time cases. Those documents which Mr.
Meili found and those &cuments  found by ‘Mr. Eisenstadt’s ll-
agency commission; which-are 15 million in number and have .been
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in our archives for 50 years, sitting and waiting to be exposed, are
going to tell the truth, because we have created a condition in
which there are truth commissions in 15 countries, brought about
by the transparency seeking that you, Mr. Chairman, and your col-
leagues on this Committee have sought to propose to the world as
the new.method through which we should work:

We were fortunate, and I am fortunate to have been born in this
country, in. the same borough as yourself, and in the same great
State as yourself, because my parents were lucky.

We want to see to it that in the future, people ‘don’t survive
through luck, and that moral restitution is a right, and that that
right is assured and guaranteed by this Committee.

We thank you on behalf of the World Jewish Community, and
the :World  ,Jewish Congress which represents 80 countries through-
out the world, including the great Je.wish  Community of Switzer-
land. We thank you and we hope that in the future transparency
and honesty and truth shall be the watchwords. “If the watchman
is not watched by the Lord, then the watchman watcheth in vain.”

Thank you very much.
My colleague, Elan Steinberg, shall continue with regard to sub-

stantive remarks when you open the floor to further substance and
further discussion. .

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr: Singer.
You have the thanks of this Committee for your untiring efforts

for many years, in assembling the facts and coming forward and
giving us the opportunity to discharge our duties. You have our
thanks for being there once again when there is truly someone who
needed help and encouragement because he had ‘the courage to
stand up. I am talking about Mr. Meili.

I am going to ask that we be on a &minute, so put that green
light on, and then we’ll go right around.
Mr. Meili, let me ask you this question: How did the Swiss au-

thorities, the police in particular, treat you after what you discov-
ered? How many days did they interrogate you? Would you share
with the Committee, what you went through?

Interpreter for MEILI. I was questioned for 5 hours by the police.
In the 4 months since, I haven’t heard from the police. - .

The public in Switzerland seemed somewhat skeptical. They are
not wondering about the content of those files, they are wondering
why Mr. Meili didn’t go to see his superior. .

And I feel somewhat like a criminal in Switzerland.
That’s it.
The CHAIRMAN. Why didn’t you go to your superiors? .
Interpreter for MEILI. Because there are people working for the

Schweitzerische Bankgesellschaft who work together with the po-
lice of Canton and I was afraid that they would suppress the files.

The CHAIRMAN. What did your employer say to you, the Wache
people? Did they just say you’re fired, we don’t want you back?

Interpreter for MEILI. They said that I abused the confidence
that goes with my job and that I acted -against  the> banking law be-
cause there is the Banking Secret in Switzerland. . ”

The CHAIRMAN. Let me ask you, isn’t it a fact that you asked and
your lawyers asked to have those records made public or that you
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at least get copies of them so that you.. could show to the world
*what you were doing? O . . . . I

Interpreter for .MEILI. That .hrtppened  when I learned that those
files had wound up in, the *hands  of the police. Then I realized that
I had to do something myself, so the world would learn about this.

The CHAIRMAN. What did they -say when you requested that they
be made public?
Interpreter for MEILI. At first, I had. hoped the matter would be

taken up and analyzed with the Wurld  Jewish Congress. I was re-
proached with seeking publicity and with wantin to get into the
limelight, which is not true. And it was the bana and the police
that made the thing public. . ‘.

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, you never went public with this?
It was the bank and the police that first revealed these series of
events publicly, is that correct?

Interpreter for MEILI. Yes. The <bank made it known that they
had made a mistake. One day later, they made more known. Mr.
Haggenmuller, an archivist of the firm, whose fault it had been.
But the bank had agreed with the police to make this matter pub-
lic, and Mr. Meili didn’t want to do that.

The CHAIRMAN. In addition to losi
Y

your job, would you tell the
Committee what other things took p ace to you and your family?
The kinds of threats that you received and how many?

Inte
z

reter for MEILI. I got many nasty letters and death threats.
The HAIRMAN.  Death threats?
Interpreter for MEILI. Before I came here, I was threatened that

somebody would kidnap my children and I could pay the ransom
with the money that I would be getting from the Jews.

The CHAIRMAN. Is it fair to say that when you were looking for
a job, that you have been boycotted or blacklisted and that there
is no opportunity, that you have been turned away when you look
for jobs?

Interpreter for MEILI. Yes, this was the case. Nobody wants to
burn his fingers by touching the matter.

The CHAIRMAN. Is that what you have been told by people when
you have gone to seek jobs that you’re----

Interpreter for MEILI..  One doesn’t say these things. But you no-
tice it. People don’t take you seriously. And in Switzerland, people
believe in authority. If you do something that goes against author-
ity, then this is delinquent behavior.

. The CHAIRMAN. Let me just ask you one last question, there are
many I would like to ask but my collea e’s have been very, very
patient. Christoph, you and your fam ly have gone through an
awful lot, if you had it to do over, ”would you do it again?

Inte reter for MEILI. Yes, I would do it again for the truth.
The THAIRMAN.  I think there’s nothing more eloquent than that

last statement, and l thank you for being a person of courage,
honor, and integrity. l

And I think I can tell you that I feel less a person and shame-
fully inadequate when I see a young man who has demonstrated
this incredible courage in a sea that lacks compassion and a sea
full of danger for him because he did stand u for what he thought
was the right thing, and what was the right tR‘ng.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Dodd.
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OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR CHRISTOPHER J. DODD

Senator DODD.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Let me begin by thanking you again for your work on this issue.

You have done a great job with it. The World Jewish Congress has
been tremendously helpful and supportive.

Mr. Singer, we thank you once again and thank Mr. Bronfman .
for his efforts. I’m not sure without your efforts in this regard, and
the support obviously of the Chairman of this Committee, we would
have arrived at this day.

This is a unique experience for us to have a young man like
Christoph Meili before this Committee, and so it is a special occa-
sion for all of us here. It’s an incredible story, quite candidly, that
someone who would be a security guard in a bank, not a func-
tionary of some office in the institution, but ‘someone who’s there
sort of watching over the place in uniform, I presume, would make
it possible for us to understand a lot more about what many people
have felt was the case for years, but would actually end up with
s o m e  p r o o f .

You heard Senator D’Amato talk about the righteous, and you
may hear a lot about this in the coming days and weeks. But in
Israel, there’s an Avenue of the Righteous where trees are planted
to recognize the contribution of non-Jews who saved the lives of
Jews by either helping them escape or hiding them in their own
homes. And there were thousands upon thousands of people who
were part of the righteous.

; In a sense, what you have done, Mr. Meili, is to join that very
august group of people. By saving these documents, in a sense, you
will allow these documents to speak, just as those who saved the
lives of survivors were able to speak. They are not human beings,
but they are detailed records which will shed great light, and I
think lead us to the kinds of results that we are seeing today in
Switzerland and elsewhere.

As Mr. Singer has pointed out, other nations and other countries
are now going back over their own records.

This is a particular poignant moment for me to have you here.
My colleagues know this but I would not expect you to at all.

Fifty-two years ago, about this time, in May 1945, my father left
the United States and went. to a place called Nuremberg ‘and for
a year and a half, he was the Executive Trial Counsel at the Nur-
emberg  Trials.

He was given the responsibility to handle various cases. One
which I heard him talk about with great frequency was the Min-
ister of Economics and the Head of the Reichsbank, Walter Funk,
who was responsible in many ways for taking the property and pos-
sessions, the gold, the eyeglasses, the personal possessions of the
victims of the Holocaust and to use those possessions to acquire
personal wealth for members of the SS and others.

In fact, I went back, before coming over here, and at the Nurem-
berg Trials it was very difficult to connect Funk. Funk, like all of
these defendants, said they didn’t know anything about the Holo-
caust, but my father was able to find an affidavit, which he read
at the trials, about 52 years ago next month.

43-554  97 - 2
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Let me just read what he read on that day and he was able to
achieve a conviction of Walt&r  ‘Funk. He was quoting now from a
Reichsbank official: ,

The material deposited by the SS included jew&y, watihes, eyeglass frames, den-
tal gold, and other gold articles in great ‘abundance, taken by the SS from Jews,
concentration camp victims, and other.  peis0ns. This was brought to our knowledge
by SS personnel who attempted to convert this material into cash, and who were
helped in this by the Reichsbank persome  with Funk’s  approval and knowledge.

.That  affidavit sealed the fate of Mr. Funk, head of the Reichs-
bank, and he was convicted at the Nuremberg Trials.

What they didn’t do at the Nuremberg Trials was then trace
those resources as to where they went afterwards. If my father
were here today, he would be so proud of you because you’ve helped
complete the circle in a sense. Because while these documents, in
some cases, talk about ‘1923, and I can hear people saying, well the
Nazi rein didn’t begin until later, but if you go back and look, the
loans in these documents that you found were documents that re-
ferred to loans that German companies started taking out in 1923.

The question became, of course, .how do they repay those loans.
And now we know in a sense. So you’  have at least brought some
closure, in effect, to some of these questions that were raised then.

What’s so disturbing, instead of celebrating you, you ought to be
a national hero in your country, a national hero, because nothings
more liberating than the truth, and you brought truth to an issue.

So the obvious questions occur to people here, to your own coun-
try, obviously, why were they shredding these documents in viola-
tion of their own law passed a year earlier? What is there to hide?
Why, all of a sudden, was it important to get rid of documents that
were 70, 80, 90 years old at this particular moment.

Again, on behalf of my constituency in Connecticut and. on behalf
of my father who died years ago, I want to thank you very, very
much. I suspect there’s going to be. a.. tree planted along that Ave-
nue of the Righteous in your memory because of yours  contribution.

My only question is did you see any other documents like this at
all during your tenure there- other than on this particular night?

Interpreter for MEILI. My wife saw the files on the real estate.
Senator DODD. Maybe I didn’t make myself clear. How long. had

*.you worked at the bank?
Interpreter for MEILI. A year and a half.-
Senator DODD. Prior to that night in January of this year, did

you see any other documents in the shredding room which, as you
look back, now raise questions in your mind as to whether or not
there were documents being destroyed? . - < ..-.

,Interpreter  for MEILI. Yes, I saw documents.’ I did see some docu-
ments but I don’t .see  quite clearly what the are cotiected,.  to.
There were things about the content of safe ‘ eposit boxes, but Ii
don’t know how this all hangs together.

:

Senator DODD. Had ‘you had:any  background or experience in un-_ .
derstanding financial documents in your schooling? .

Interpreterfor MEILI. I went through a commercial course, busi-
ness, but that is all. I frequented the school in day time and I
worked.at  night as a gutird.

Senator ‘DODD. Well,’ again, I know my colleagues have additional
questions but we just watit to know whether or Cot this &as addi-
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tional proof obviously of the origin for these dollars we are looking
for, and I thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator.
Senator Bryan has another Committee meeting, I’m going to ask

that his statement be placed in the record as if read in its entirety.
Another Committee ‘Member who has been not only concerned

but also demonstrated a keen awareness and interest in this mat-
ter is Senator Boxer.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR BARBARA  BOXER
Senator BOXER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your continuing

leadership on this. You’re just sticking with it, and that’s what it’s
going to take. And I thank you from the bottom of my heart.

I ask unanimous consent that my entire statement be included
in the record at this point.

The CHAIRMAN. So ordered.
Senator BOXER. Mr. Chairman, I will make a few comments and

ask a question if I have time. Mr. Singer, your words were very
powerful. And they just flowed out because they are so much from
the heart. I thank you for sticking with. this *as swell.  -

Mr. Chairman, I was born in 1940, and I was fortunate enough
to be born in this country. In that year that I was born, a whole
portion- of my family was being herded off to die, and some sur-
vived because of the righteous that Senator Dodd has talked about.

I. ofkn wondered, as a child, what is inside a person to give them
the courage to put themselves on the line to, in essence, give up
security, and peace in their family to save another life. And as Sen-
ator Dodd has so eloquently said, ‘in Israel there is a. tribute to the
righteous.

Mr. Meili, if this was 1940, you would have been one of those
people. And it gives me and it gives this Committee great hope that
with all we have gone through in this century and all the hatred
we have seen, and frankly we continue to see all over the world,
that such courage still exists.

The answer lies inside each of us. We all have the good and the
bad. God allows us to make the choice. The world should be cele-
brating what you -have  done. This Committee, I hope you realize,
is celebrating your courage and your search for the truth. And I
hope enough attention will be paid to you because you deserve to
be a symbol of what is good in all of us.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for giving me the opportunity. today to
put these thoughts on the record. And I know that we will send a
signal here today that this Committee will not. stand for two-faced
behavior on the part of the Swiss banks. Don’t tell the world that
you are searching when you are shredding. Don’t give the world a
false promise because the truth always comes out.

I know, Mr. Chairman, with your leadership .and with the Amer-
ican Jewish Congress, we will get to the bottom of this.

I would like to ask Mr. Singer, how much is this shaking your
confidence in what is happening? Do you look at this as irrep-
arable? Are you talking to UBS? Are you enga

$with them to find out what happened and why.
‘ng in discussions
And is there any

way of determining what kinds- of documents have already- been
shredded? Have you done any of this work up to this point?

.
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Mr. SINGER; There. are two commissions that have been placed
into being as a result of the pressure, and there’s no other way to
describe it, that this Committee ,and this- Government and other
friendly governments in cooperation have exerted. -

The VOCCA ‘Commission is at present beginning a series of pilot
audits which are going to go into 15 individual banks and try to
find out indeed what accounts were there. Where there are holes
as a result of accounts that can’t be found, which will possibly elu-
cidate if there were activities such as shredding  which caused us
to find a black hole in this story that we’ are looking for that goes
back to the days of the Holocaust which will not give us the oppor-
tunity to be able to find out what happened.

The Bergier Commission, which was established by the Swiss
government, will operate methodically, unfortunately not as quick-
ly as. we would like, but that is the way sometimes government
commissions work. We will follow on the information -that will be
made possible by the U.S. Commission, the Eisenstadt Commis-
sion, which will report tomorrow its initial findin s of 15 million
documents. -This gives one-heart and leads one to %elieve  that the
documents which we, together with the erstwhile-efforts of Senator
D’Amato,  this Committee, and Gregg Rickman’s untiring 24.hour  a
day efforts, found which blew this entire thing open.

I think I’m hopeful, because if I look back to December 5, 1996,
I would have had a total1

iIt
different answer to give you, Senator

Boxer, and I would have een appealing to you as I appealed to
Senator D’Amato  at that time, to help us pry this open.

Today, I think that the Swiss people are more numerous like Mr.
Meili who say we didn’t do this, we weren’t around -at this time,
we didn’t enrich ourselves by this. The time has come to basically
throw this open.

They are doing this not only in Switzerland, they are doing this
in Portugal. We met with the Portuguese Prime Minister. He said,
we didn’t do this. We want to tell the truth. We met with the Prime
Minister of Sweden. He said, we didn’t do this, we want to find out
what happened. We met with the Prime Minister of Norway. He
said, we didn’t do this, ‘we want to find out what happened. The
Prime Minister of Hungary, former communist countries, democ-
racies, neutral countries, it’s happening all over the world and it’s
happening because of the efforts of this Committee.

Thank you, Senator Boxer.
Senator. BOXER. So despite this setback, you are optimistic that

there is enough of a push in the world to find the truth?
Mr. SINGER. As Mr. Bronfinan always ‘says, we trust what we

verify, and we are going to help you verify.
Thank you.
Senator BOXER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Mosele -Braun,

%
we thank you for .your

continued participation in the wor of the Committee, and particu-
larly in regard to this question.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN
Senator MOSELEY-BRAUN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
It is always difficult  to talk about the Holocaust and the issues

associated with it, without being choked up and without being very
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emotional because it is such a touching, emotional, and difficult pe-
riod in our world’s history. But Mr. Meili, who no doubt was not
born until much after 194O-Senator  Boxer, I hate to tell you, he’s
29years old. I

Senator BOXER. Thanks, Carol.
[Laughter.j
Senator MOSELEY-BRAUN. You’re welcome, Senator Boxer.
[Laughter.]
Senator BOXER. You’re such a-

. Senator MOSELEY-BRAUN. I know. Well, me too. We are the same
age. He was not born during the Holocaust but by his act of con-
science, he has revived an eternal optimism in all of us that good
will prevail, that good people will prevail and that ordinary people
do extraordinary things for good.

By your action, you’ll help prevent further injury to people who
were the primary victims of the Holocaust. You not only salvaged
documents but you saved information and by your act, provided an
opportunity for the continuing quest for the truth in regards to one
of the world’s most horrendous ‘and shameful episodes.

Mr. Meili, you really are a hero and an inspiration to ordinary
people who want to believe that the truth will win out in the end.
By your activism, by your pursuit of justice, you will help efforts,
such as Mr. Singer’s and others, to make certain that the informa-
tion does not get lost or buried or shredded or tucked away, and
that the truth will come out in the end. ‘. ’ :‘

I want to commend -and congratulate Mr.. Singer and the a’ctiv-
ists, the, many people with whom you have ‘been working’ to .keep
pursuing this. You mentioned 15,000 pages of documents. Did you
say 15,000?

Mr. SINGER.  Million.
Senator MOSELEY-BFUWN.  Fifteen million, I’m sorry, 15 million

documents. That takes an awful lot of dedicatidn  but it is precisely
that dedication that I think we owe not only those who suffered di-
rectly, but also ourselves for our own redemption.

To the Union Bank of Switzerland and Wache AG, I think quite
frankly they owe an apology not only to you, Mr. Meili, but to the
world community, for their singular insensitivity, if not illegality of
their action, not only for being in violation of the law, but also cer-
tainly in violation of the spirit of reconciliation to which everyone
gives such lip service.

Again, I want to thank you for coming forward, for your heroism.
Mr. Chairman, I would like the remainder of my statement to be
filed with the record.

The CHAIRMAN. I thank you very much, Senator Moseley-Braun.
Senator MOSELEY-BRAUN., I have no questions.
The CMRMAN. I want to thank Senator Moseley-Braun and Sen-

ator Boxer for their participation; their leadership, and their en-
couragement in this area.

I have to tell you, as one living in this country and having some
position and quite a bit- of support, I can’t imagine how difficult,
because I’ve seen the pressures and the questioning, and those. who
question motivations of this Committee and its work and the World
Jewish Congress, to imagine this young man, in his very humble
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position, coming forward as he did, and the wrath descending upon
him. I only met Christoph for the first time’ Friday evening.

1. want to pay public testimony and tribute to another, a young
lawyer who is carrying on on behalf of many of the claimants. He
came forward, without compensation, without fanfare, to aid and to
assist this young man in his hour of need, and I am talking about
Mr. Edward Fagan. He deserves to be commended. 1. have even
seen him act as a babysitter taking care of the two young children,
and they are a handful, I can testify to that.

[Laughter.]
That is their Italian roots. I was holding this young fellow. That’s

Guiseppina who is Italiano, is that not true? Where were you born,
Guiseppina?

Interpreter for GUISEPPINA MEILI: In Sicily.
The CHAIRMAN. Oh, they. have the real stuff there.
[Laughter.]
We need a little lighter moment sometimes. But Guiseppina, we

want to salute you as well for being there and being so courageous
to help give Christoph the ability to continue in his effort in seek-
ing justice.

Would you like to say any-thin ?
Interpreter for MEILI. I woulf simply like to thank you for the

kind way you have received us and having given us the feeling that
we are understood and this is what makes me happy.

The CHAIRMAN. We thank you. .
Let me, if I might just ask several other questions, and then put

some letters, important documents into the record.
Christoph, what made you think that the records you found were

important and should be saved from destruction?
Interpreter for MEILI. A few months before, I had seen the movie

“Schindler’s List.” And that’s how, when I saw these documents, I
realized I must take responsibility; I must do something.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, I have to tell you, what a chilling answer.
How it is that that movie that shocked, I think, so many people
and brought to the attention of so many people what had taken
place, and how it is that one man tried and did make a difference 1
for so many.

Interpreter for MEILI. Thanks.
The CHAIRMAN. I want to simply say that it is the intent of the

Chairman to solicit Members of this Committee to join in sending
a communique to the Chairman of the Board of the Union Bank
of Switzerland, Mr. Studer.

I think he should be ashamed of his remarks. I think he should
be ashamed of himself for what he has done and attempted to do,
the damage he has brought to this young man and his family, for
the harm, the hurt. Really if that is the chairman of a board of a
bank that is supposedly looking to do what is right, notwithstand-
ing its offer to put some $30.plus  millions, I would hope he does
not speak for and/or represent the thoughts, hopes, and aspirations
for the Swiss citizens who do, I think, express a much higher call-
ing and one much more in line with Christoph Meili.

In addition, I am going to ask that my colleagues join with me
so that this does not appear to be just one person, the Chairman,
but rather the united thoughts of this Committee to Ambassador
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Borer, calling again into account the fact that at least it was his
impression, as stated to me, that no harm would come to Mr. Meili.

Senator MOSELEY-BRAIN  Mr. Chairman, would you hold ‘your
thought for a moment?

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly.. . Senator MOSELEY-B~AUN. I would think at a minimum that an
apology to Mr. Meili would be appropriate. But also a statement for
some records somewhere that there are no other documents, that
there is’ no more shredding; that there is nothing else going on or
being secreted‘ away. I mean, we may not be as fortunate as to
have an accidental finding as has occurred in this case, and I think
as a- minimum to make the representations to the World Commu-
nity, in the first instance, .that everything that is there, whether
they think it is relevant or not, is being given up, and also to apolo-
gize to this young man for the injury that he has been caused per-
sonally. . b

The CHAIRMAN. I’m going to ask the staff  to work with all of my
colleagues in putting forth that minimum request.

In addition, I know that Mr. Meili will have hopefully, many op-
portunities to be ,gainfully  employed, and he will have the oppor-
tunity to choose.

But to have this security company, Wache,  W-A-C-H-I& AG, I
wonder if they have any affiliates here in this country, treat him
in this manner, and of course I know Union Bank does. I think
Union Bank should-be absolutely ashamed, and they better get the
message. If their chairman is carrying on like this, and they are
suggesting conspiracies, et cetera, tier ‘he’s had an opportunity, I .
would suggest maybe there was a conspiracy ‘in terms of the orders
given to the so-called, what was he, the archivist who suddenly de-
tided,  after 60.plus  years, to destroy these records.’

What were they the records of? They were not the records of old
telephone listings, they were the records of Jewish properties, they
were the records of transactions that certainly for historical pur-
poses should have been kept, but suddenly they just took it upon
themselves to destroy them.

I heard that there was a mysterious fire in Pennsylvania at a
storage facility in which some records of Swiss Bank apparently
caught fire today. We haven’t had an opportunity to find out more
but I think 6,000 cases apparently, and isn’t that an interesting co-
incidence?

Now maybe it is a coincidence but certainly to have somebody de-
liberately shredding documents of this kind is incredible, and to
have the response the way it was made.

And I have to tell you, we do hold the Swiss government account-
able. Why don’t they make the materials available? We are going
to ask that, at least, we have an opportunity to see what materials
Christoph Meili turned over and that the police took into custody.
Once again, the secrecy laws come up. They bring them up, it
seems to me, only when they want to obfuscate and keep justice
from taking place.

I have two- letters in my hands, and I am going to ask that they
both be placed in the record as if read in their entirety.

,
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One is the Termination of Employment by the Wache Company.
Part of the letter from the Captain Director, Vice Director, H. De
Capitain, says:

Although your conduct was classified as ethical and moral in certain circles, this
is unjustifiable from the perspective of labor law.

What nonsense. What total nonsense. He should be ashamed.
And then he implies that the union that represents Mr. Meili was
supportive of his dismissal. That letter was sent February 18th.

We have another letter here a week after in which the union
said-and it’s entitled, “Regarding the Dismissal of Christoph Meili
by Wache AG.“It says:

Mr. Meili’s decisive action has been an inspiration to other employees. He has
shown that the little people can accomplish a lot if they place moral responsibility
and common sense above obedience in the performance of one’s duties. Mr. Meili’s
intervention has contributed to the gradual exposure of some shady business deals-
yes, even in Switzerland. He deserves to be thanked, not fired.

And that’s signed by Anton Moos, the Secretary of the Union for
Service Workers. I think you do deserve to be thanked, and you are
thanked by all of the Members of this Committee. 1

We intend to press on and to ask “why?” Why is it that when
they claim to be looking for the truth, that they would fire someone
who has put forth the facts as you have.

Senator BOXER. Mr. Chairman, .would  you yield to me before you
a d j o u r n ?

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly.
Senator BOXER. I again want to. thank you very .much.  And count

me in on all of those letters. Frankly, anything that you do to find
the truth, I will be right by your side.

I want to say to Mr. Meili that I intend to send a’ transcript of
t.his hearing to Steven. Spielberg who is the man who made the
movie, “Schindler’s List.” When you ask Steven why he made the
movie, he -will say two things. W,e must never forget what hap-
pened, and we must make sure that it never ha pens again.

And by your straightforward answer to the 8hairman’s question
that you had seen the movie and it had moved you to do the right
thing, I think that Mr. Spielberg will be very joyful, as the world
should be because of you.

Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Meili; Israel Singer, and Elan Steinberg, if

you have any closing retiarks  you would like to make, we would
be glad to receive them.

Mr. SINGER. I would like to add just one thing. The British gov-
ernment, two foreign secretaries announced the British report. It.
called for an international ‘conference on’-N&ii gold. We would like
to congratulate them. We would like to associate ourselves as the
World Jewish Congress for the support of that international con-
ference. Much of the truth needs to be told, and everyone of these
activities unmasks further, these’ events. The truth liberates.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
Mr. MEILI:  Please protect me in the U.S.A. and in Switzerland.

I think I become a great problem in Switzerland. I have a woman,
two little children, and no future. I must see what goes on in the
next days for me. Please protect,me.  That is all;
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR ALFONSE M. D’AMATO

,I would like to thank you all for attending this Senate Banking Committee hear-
ing and I would especially like to thank our witnesses, Israel Singer of the World
Jewish Congress, and Christoph Meili, the bank guard fired aRer  he reported the
destruction of bank records at the Union Bank of Switzerland, Zurich branch, on
January 8,1997.

Todays hearing is the second the Committee has held here in Washington in the
past year examining the role of Swiss banks regarding the disposition of the ac-
counts of European Jews and others in these banks before, during, and after World
War II. The Committee has also looked at the relationship between Switzerland and
its banks with Nazi Germany.

We are honored to hear testimony today from Israel Singer, General Secretary of
the World Jewish Congress. Israel Singer has been at the forefront with Edgar
Bronfinan  in the fight to obtain restitution from the Swiss banks. It was Israel Sing-
er and Edgar Bronfman  who came to Washington on December 7, 1995, to tell me
about their negotiations with the Swiss bankers who up until that time had stalled
them and had not been very forthcoming with regard to information on the ac-
counts. They asked me to get involved in the search and I agreed. That is how the
Banking Committee inquiry began.

Today, we will also .hearfor  the &st time from Christoph .Meili. He is here along
with his wife,;Guiseppina,  and his two children, Miriam and David. For his bravery
in saving historically important documents  from the shredder, Christo h was fired
and today is under investigation for violating Swiss bank secrecy laws or disclosingP
the records, first to the Zurich Jewish Community, and then to the Swiss police. He
has faced persecution and penalties for a deed that ennobles  him in the eyes of the
world. It is unconscionable that this could happen.

I must state that I am sitting in front of a very good man, a man who has made
a difference and will be remembered for generations to come. While Christoph and
his family have been persecuted for his noble deed, it is a disgrace that the bank’s
archivist who ordered the shredding at UBS, Erwin Haggenmuller, still has his job.

Christoph Meili should be viewed as a hero, not a criminal. His actions in pre-
venting the destruction of evidence are courageous and serve the cause of justice
for the victims and survivors of the Holocaust and their families. It is a stain upon
the victims’ memory that a young man who saved records to help their cause is now
being made a victim. Moreover, it is unfortunate that the Chairman of UBS, Robert
Studer has even made remarks questioning the motivation of Christoph for prevent-
ing the destruction of these records.

This act of selflessness has not yet been rewarded, but it will find its reward one
day. Rewards will be heaped upon him, his family, and his children. The world will
remember this noble act and this noble man.

Christoph has been unemployed since January and this hardship is taking its toll
on this brave young man and his family. Thankfully, Edgar Bronfinan  has come to
the rescue once again by offering Christoph a job. I am sure that this is a comfort
to Christoph and his family.

Immediately after the shredding was disclosed, I wrote to and spoke with Ambas-
sador Thomas Borer about his case, and I was assured that he would not be fired,
only suspended. Nevertheless, he was fired from the security firm Wache  AG, the
firm that was responsible for protecting UBS, effective April 30, 1997.

The Committee hopes to discover today what Christoph found intact, and what
he found shredded. We want to understand the course of events as they occurred

c and what has happened since.
In his testimony before the House Banking Committee on December 11, 1996,

Ambassador Borer stated that he hoped the Swiss investigation into the question
of Jewish assets in Swiss banks would “go beyond the narrow legalistic path onto
the broader avenue of a higher morality and legitimacy.” I hope that in the case
of Christoph Meili, the Swiss government can do the same. His case is that of a
man dedicated to seeing that justice is achieved, yet persecuted because he tried to
ensure it. His treatment by the security firm  that employed him and the bank that

. wants him prosecuted, is unjust and unfair.
This is a tragedy. Because he did his job, Christoph Meili was fired. Because he

showed courage and integrity, Christoph Meili was fired. And now, they are threat-
ening him with prosecution. The people deserve better.

I look forward to hearing this important testimony and to gaining a greater un-
derstanding into what happened in the UBS bank in Switzerland, and what has
happened to Christoph Meili since he stopped the shredding. \
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PREPARED STAti= dF SENATOR  RfCH@D H. BEtYAN- _ _:. _.

Mr. Chairman, I commend‘  you :for  holding this hearing today on the unclaimed
assets of Holocaust victims deposited iri Swiss banks and, in particdar,.  the cir-
cumstances surroundin the ‘shredding  5f potentially si
United Bank of Switze If zir

i&ant  documents by the
andi  This isthe second hearin“  t e Chairman has held here

in Washin n
ii?

on the issues of unclaimed assets andi of the gold eansactions  be-
tween the wiss National Bank and. the German Reichsbank. Swiss banks may have
received up to 500 million Swiss  ,francs; fn looted gold from- holocaust victims.

Mr. Chairman,
dramatic actions tE

our -work’  in this areas is ‘extraordinary and has brought about
at would not have takenplace  except for your persistence,

The Swiss government has taken’s  number of ‘steps. to restore public Confidence
in their banking ‘system including the* establishment of an independent commission
headed by former Federal Reserve Chairman Pad VQlker.  Also, last December the
Swiss government passed a Federal resdution~  forbidding Swiss’banks from destroy-
ing documents which could she&li~t  on the whe&b&ts of assets of Holocaust vic-
tims confiscated duting  World War II (1939-1945).

Today’s hearing will focus on this issue of destroying documents that could facili-
tate the return oft assets to Holocaust victims and their relatives. It would appear
that the United Bank of Switzerland was violating that law when Mr. Meili [a secu-
rity guard] discovered bank employees shredding documents. It would appear to me
that Mr. Meili deserves credit for doing his civic duty. But instead, he was f&d
from his job. This does not reflect well on the United Bank of Switzerland for taking
this action or the government of Switzerland for condoning it.

While at this time it is unclear exact1 what these documents are or whether the
bank was violatin the law, the way’

L
Lr. Meili was treated will not build trust

around the,world  t t the Swiss are, in fa#ct,  cooperating to right one of the greatest
injustices ever performed in the history of mankind.

I understand that the bank is referring to the shredding as a “regrettable error.”
If they are admitting the shredding is an error, I am puzzled by their treatment
of Mr. Meili. It seems to me.  the bank &o&d be less. concerned about Mr. Meili’s
possible violation of the Bank Secrecy Act and more concerned with finding out why
documents were being shredded in apparent violation) of:  Swiss law.

I understand there is an investigation going on re rding the shredding and I
hope the Chairman. will k usabreast  of whatever fitlding the Swiss authorities
come u

B
with. I hope the C“Rairman will conduct ano&&  he&ring  when Commerce

Under ecretary  Stu Eizenstat completes his review of all U.S. records to help iden-
’tify, retrieve, and disburse property confiscated &ring the war. t.

Again, I commend the Chairman for holding this hearing and aEi the work he-has ’
done to bring about some justice to those who. have suffered tremendously. I look
forward to hearing from Mr. Meili and our other witnesses‘ : .

:a I -9 -.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATE BARBARAI3OXER  . -

Thank you, Mr, Chairmin. G.ood  afternoon, Mr. MeiIi,  Mr; Singer. I appieciate
both of you appearing before our Committee .%xlay  to discuss .th& ongoing inquiry
into the activities ofSwiss’banks  during .WorlclWar  II. *’ i : , :

I especially want to recognize Mr. Meili f5r his courageous actions in rescuing
what may turn out to be extremely important documents from a shredder at the
Union Bank of Switzerland, or “UBS” as it is known. At the time of his actions, Mr.
Meili was emplo ed as a security guard with the Wache AG Firm in Switzerland.
The Wache AG %irm provided security services to the Union Bank of Switzerland.
Mr. Meili was ultimately dismissed from his job for breach of trust.

The documents which Mr. Meili rescued may prove to be useful in uncovering the
extent of any business dealings between Swiss banks and the Nazis during World
War II. These documents could provide useful information in identifying Jewish
Holocaust victims who entrusted their money and other assets to Swiss bankers,
only to have them hidden b

Mr. Chairman, I would ike to take just a minute to go over the chronology ofr
Swiss bank secrecy laws.

what brou
of Mr. MeiP

ht us to this point. I think it is important in understanding the actions
i.

In 1962, the Swiss Legislature passed a law ordering a review of unclaimed bank
accounts from the Nazi era. Unfortunately, however, there was no meaningful en-
forcement mechanism of that law.

Relatives of Holocaust survivors have continued to search for the assets of loved
ones held by Swiss banks. These searches have proved fruitless. It appears that the

.
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Swiss bank  se&ecy  laws were used  as a shield  by some  Swiss institutions to prevent
the rightful owners of these accounts  from claiming them.

One  year  ago, however, in May 1996, the World Jewish Congress, the World Jew-
ish Restitution Organization, the Jewish  Agency in Jerusalem, and the Swiss Bank-
ers Association  signed  an agreement  that relaxed Swiss bank  secrecy laws to allow
a joint independent commission to reexamine dormant Swiss accounts.

In September 1996,  barra
Committee under Senator D’L

ed by international criticism and criticism from this
ato’s  Chairmanship, the Swiss Parliament a

&iF
to

a full investigation into assets stolen by the Nazis. And in December 1 , the
Swiss government passed a federal resolution forbidding Swiss banks corn destroy-
ing documents which could clarify Swiss business transactions with Nazi Germany
or could  help determine the status of so-called “heirless assets.”

Given this chronology, I find it absolute1
been re d

astounding that Mr. Meili should have

5
alled. i7

rimanded, much less summarily ismissed, for his actions. I am truly ap-
hat confidence can the Members of this Committee, U.S. officials, and the

ewish community have in the integrity of this process if the largest bank in Swit-
zerland-which is also the custodian for the records of several smaller banks-is in-
volved in the destruction of important Nazi-era documents?

The actions of the Union Bank of Switzerland are wholly indefensible. Mr. Meili’s
act of courage should have been applauded b
is an outra e, B

the bank. His dismissal from his job

material. r.nthf
articularly  considering that wiss law. prohibits destroying archive
eili, rest assured that you did the ri

the documents over to the Hebrew Congregation of
ht and moral thing in turning

B
Swiss police. The world is grateful for your courage,

urich and subsequently to the

During World War II there were those who stood up and said, uno”-this  immoral-
ity will not stand. The
put their humanity bery

were heroes, and by your actions you stand with those who
ore their own security.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again I commend you for your efforts on this matter.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN
Mr. Chairman, the actions of this Committee over the last year have played a

ma-or  role in publicizing a ma’or injustice. Banks in Switzerland consistentl
d f’ B

made
it ificult,  if not impossible, or survivors and their descendants to access eposits
left in Swiss banks. Some banks charged a fee before they would even look for the
account.

I wish that I could say that Swiss banks had fully addressed this roblem, and
that further hearings on this issue were unnecessary. Unfortunately, a though someP
ositive ste s have been taken, there is much work remaining. There continues to

ILie some re uctance on the part of the banks to- fully meet their responsibilities inP
this area. Some banks have committed to righting this wrong in principle, but have
failed to follow through with action.

We have with us today one of the more recent victims of the Swiss banks’ rep-
rehensible conduct. Christoph Meili, a youn bank security ard, was fired from
his job when he prevented the shredding of ocuments  relad terto the Holocaust. He
followed his conscience and Swiss law, and for that he was fired. His dismissal
shows us that the Swiss are still willing to place a higher priority on secrecy than
justice. I look forward to hearing his testimony.



, (Translation from German]

. . i

'I, Cktoph  MeiUf born on April- &1968, domicfleci at --
.:

30d Striktrars~,  SiO6 R&hoi, &k&l&d,  d&lark zh ” -’

I -hmm beok &oyed by Wa&e'AG 24 Zurich as a night '
-I . .t-.-? f.i$k .

watchman for &out M&e years. For %h& pa&'iear .and 'C‘hLlf,

I havm been working in this capacity ak SBG,  b&weiibrische
‘l-; - _

Bankg&bchaft,  haadquartered  at 45 Bahnhofotrasse, Zurich.

My job there was guarding the construCtion  site of 'the

current rebuilding project. In addition, I also had other guard

rmpondbiids.
%'

I had to be very closely acquainted with all
. . f -a

locatioru  in this assignment so as-to be able to $erfWm the .

seurity  ta8ks in ca8e of an emergency.
e-

On January 8 at 4:376 P-B., I started my rounds in the main

building. .I noticed tvo full pushcartS  in'khc shrhddirig  r&an.

I not&d them becake the overfill&carts were obviously filled
.

with vaG old a 'ocuments ad books. &the very top, I saw an

o&d greenk-sized  book with the title Wanagemem  M&W&P3md

irmcrind  with the years around 1916/1913.  Even though 'I: was

lmupriud, I left the documents alone and 'continued my rounds.

Because of the continuing press reports regarding the’qkkioits

of old banking records, I returned after about three minutes to

theshreddingroom. I put some books on the conveyor belt to get

a fuller picture- I saw the following titles, as far as I can

.
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renmber : Federal Bank, National Bank, &nkgeSe&~eC&ft,Vyears

1870-1926:

.’

,a ._ ,’ .

1 -

/ Then I

Size, w h i c h

was written

also [uau]-two thick black-bound books, about A3 ~ , $,.

had debit and credit colmns. The years 194S-$963

on the cover. _ I opened one of the books and saw

entries starting February 1943. l4any German chemical companies.

At thut point,. I recognized  immediately that the entries starting,
February 1945 were,still dying World War Is,,. Since there were

many Goman  firam, IJooked at some of the entries morq closely.

I saw companies with names like: Lack und Fatbenfabriken,.' . .
Seifenfabtiiken,  Bayerische  Sodafabrik, etc. ,- r, , ,\, >, .. .

The first entry was Fr. 1.00; later the sums were biMer,.' .'
p for erample: .Nqme _ 1.00

44,000.00 - . . . .
I found ?any entries in the real estate column for 19300

1945. Additional entries were made there regarding bankruptcy,'r _
auctions.

The abo& books were divided in about five different- ., .
categoriea:,A3onds, stocks, miscellaneous, real estate. Because

of the sensit.ive dates, I rippedout the entire real estate part.

from both. books. ,I replaced the books so that no one would
- ..c . . _3 ,;

notice any,+ng. I brought the real estate pages and a book-_ .-4

dated 1920-1926  to my locker in tvo trips. Finished my job
I., -.

dutifully and took the real estate pages ~home with me. There,.,.

I inspected them with great curiosity.. .
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After I real& that old banking records ahd doaente were

to be destroyed iicre,'hhile fihey reallyC belo*tid iri Archives, and

beea- oi me p&&tent ^discussion about thd'second WokId War
,.

and about  banking re&ordi pertaining-to it, I wanted ‘to' kind ok
.

on the following day whether ttie  'do&&h'&&  'book& ha&b& ' -

destroyed.

on Thurmday, January 9, 1997, at about 2:30 pm, I went -"

straight to'thr shmddikg roo&o sit if the books'haa tiexr

actuallf  'destrtiyedi
,.I . . . ,. x1 . I .,

TRk &arts were in t&'shredding rooa, &pty. I found refuse

and COVUI fro& tail above book6 ‘in a ~etal'co&ainer "ih the I

ahreddhg room. 'By this I' &ri the ahWe gre& and biack books.
. _

In a -be&l container out&e &d's&dding room, I found two

additional bo6ks fr& 18914893 &d&r twcr'garbi~e~bags.' 'I took

the books  to my lo&es in two trips: I took the 19204926 book

hasu a&u -1 &i&d work at ‘lOi30 p.m. % -

Il&ontained&& +d;'l&+ others, German'companie& '

starting in 1923. .

*I was convinc&l  thk do&&n& w&e being deetroyed
, -

fll&allyY
-" . .

ICwbhed to pie&t'be  '&liii peoplS frda maffer%ng'
. .

.I . .
".

ham, *ad &mab ulri dGCUU&S a& act&&  knchto  thi public. _.

I l lro.wanted the'o&&sA  Jewish po&atio&- the UoloCaurit'

ViCtirU -- te not again be left bqhind in their match for‘ ' Y

documentation at the Swiss ban& and get justice. I had the

impression  that parts of the materialbCkin* ‘;eaar&bd’ir&  w&*8.. .

3
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I tried to gfve'thr book8 to the Israeli w*sy, mn

I called, I WII told to put the&ooks in the mail.

That #oned  too ridcy to m,, and I tried the Israeli

Cultural Amoci8tion. I vaqable to atop by there and hand over

the book& The..Cu$tur81  Amociation.callrd  on the f0110Ving  day,

--w-mPedby* I ua8 told that thiariterial VI@ nmf with

the police.

I vent public about ais matter becaure~f  want to testify

to evuyonr regarding this matter in the interests of witter-

land. I have not been directed by anyone; I acted on ry ovn

decirion; and Ehave no intention of profiting from this action.

Thr correctness of my 8ctions as a Svirs citizen is also

rribr-er@diblr by t&m  fact wt one of the books raved records the

c&truction-of th@ first Getthard  railroad tunnel.

Thme docuunts~certainly belong in tha National Archives.. "

In addition, I have dbcovued  that the docunents.to  be

-datroyti originated in a,tire pqiod from which no documents

are auppomd to be dmtroyed.

3, Chrimtoph neili, affirm, assure and declare that the

dove declrr8tion is carplet 8nd exact according to the best

of Dy,klwLdge 8nd b+ieg, and that 3 a8 aware OF the leg81

conwquencqs of perjury according to the lava of the United

Sate8 of rrrrica.
Bern, Pebruae  3, 2997

[Siqnatu~r]  .

(Se& botttawof evezy pqe:]

Hrrirmm Jacobi, Notary, Canton of Bun

#



, _
“

.I . I_
. . I

CUUfioatioa
' ,:s 0 A_ -.

.LIlltirnarJlcabi, Motuy, Canton of BIrn, vkth offi&+. .._ . -.'
28 -mu-, Lkm, .:. ',; ,_ L.I .!r

that ths sbovs signature ych.  MeilP of Mehal Christopher
* 2, . ._ c s ; . . -, , >. :

Heili,  born on April 21, 1968, in,Hlimisho&i SH, &tie& ''a .*, ' 1 _
security officer,  domki-led  at 380 Steinstrasse, 5406 Baden-

. - -:‘,
Rmtibf,  is his am. The wotairy is pot pus~nally  acquainted . .. '. .- ' *
vitla  m. ueili. Be .ipurt$fied  himself by'&ktificat&n  Card “. 1_.I,
So. A 7100121, fsbued Am j.nyary  23, 199; dy tde Ho&g

4
.

: ,.
Dqutnnt in ?islisba&:.

Certified  at the Notarial Office in 8eLrn on the third day of

.
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Registered
. . 1 Mr. Christoptref,Meilj..  - . . .. . S t e i n s t r a s s e  38ci  ...

5406 Rutihof
Zurich 18.02.1997  Tsch

Tcrarinatioa  of anplofment

-. _ 9^ - \ e ‘.._ I .r ’
Rqxe$mUtives  of the VHTL  uni&t”h&- stat&d that  this breach of trust couM‘  have repercussions
m the entire proftion and their positions as wdl, to which we unfortunately must agree.

i r
Although your conduct was classified as ethical and moral in catain~circlf2~~this  is unjustifiable ’
fiam the peqective  of labor law. In any case it violates your written “obligation to maintain .
ccddentiatity”  which you signed. ‘. _. . _

Since you announced on several occasions to the media that any continuation of your
employment with Wache  AG was out of the question, this termination will probably not have
any efht on your future plans.

Would you please acknowledge receipt of the foregoing.

Sincerely yours,

WACHE AG
H. De Capitain Ch. Tschopp
Director Vice director



--

Presse  l Mitt&lung ZiifiCh.  2% Fewuar 1997

” -*

Ok ctwerkschaft  unfa zuflcn verumllt ale  oorltiscne mlassuna ian nefrn C~rlstom
M&Q als Wachmann der Wache  AC.

Wir appclli~rcn  an .dic ~OSch~fWefCung  der Sc~welztrrkchcq Bmkgeselkchaft,  Herrn
MeN einf angeme~sdn~r  StWi  tu verscnaffen.  w gehWt  fur Aufaroeltme oer
Vergang~nb&,  ncucl Untochr  iti dw Cegenuwt  wledcr gut 2u michen.

r\;ocR  gibt e3 vfeie  ,Cenelm-KontW  auf den omIten,  Wlr ermutlgtn  alle Angcstcllten,
Sirln una Zweck  lprer ArDtrf zu ~DefDruCen urld tthlscnen-Gruna~aen  zu foeen..
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UNlA
The Union for Service Workers

Press release Zurich, 25 February 1997

The UTVIA  Union in Zurich condemns the politically motivated dismissal of Christoph Meili, a
security guard employed by the Wache  AG.

Mr. M&s decisive action has been an inspimtion  to other employees. He has shown that the
“little people” can ~mplish  a lot if they place moral responsibility and common sense above
obqdienceandpedormance of one’s dutk

Mr. Mdi’s  intervention has contributed to the gradual exposure of some shady business deals -
yes, even in Swi-. He deserves to be thanked not fired.

We call on the management of the Union Bank of Switzerhwi  to procure a suitable position for
Mr. M&Ii. It is proper for the ciwf the past to set right a new injustice in the present. .

w

UMA Uniod  Zurich Section

AntonMoos(Secretary)
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